Young Thespians at Home in Ancient Greece

By DONNA DINOVELLI

be scene could have been

out of “Fame.” In

sneakers and sweatpants, run--

#iing shoes and beadbands, T-shirts and

leg warmers, the teenagers were re-

bearsing their lines in what seemed

like the basement of a high school for

orming arts. Well, not exactly re-
rsing: joking and smokin

mumbling some emintelligible jibber-

‘ish about some city long a
Until the director step in. Under
the gau of Clay Stevenson, this seern-

hﬁi undistiplined, uncaring crowd of

actors became a classic

"Greek chorus.

.. “Hail the sun | The
“that ever dawned oo the
“Gates, City of Thebes! Hail

Vreibk The
4 ik &

cfer chorue rokonrong o tee

dawn over Dirce’s river rising to speed
the flight of the white invaders home-
ward in full retreat! The army of Pol-
ynices was gatheracl against us, in an-
gry dispute his volce was lifted against
ns. like a nverulg bird of prey he

ground us with white wlngs

‘rasked T Bowsands

Heremabwt:ﬁkjds,poindbe-

and tween the brink of aduithood and the

soft bed of childhood, transformin
themselves into ancient messengers
Greek tragedy. This was “Antigone.”
But given the enthusiasm conveyed by
the youthful actors, the unknow
tor might have thought it was
rease.” Seeming obstacles do not

ls(ofaﬂdderwlnthmdl!ethemmhn-
“Antigone,”
The about a young person “taking a posi-

pot outdated — "Il has much rel-

And mtrbe thesplans of Youth
50 ym{;f ans

Theatre Unli gave up thelr win-
ter vacation and their nights after
school to rehearse for the production
of “Antigone” by les which will
be showcased at Oid Place, 65
Kinsley 5t., Feb. 25, zundznupm
and Feb. 27 at 2 p.m. A special benef

o ot
at2pm.
will tour area high schools.

Why?

The Director
*Like Martin Luther King said, ‘If a
man hasn't discovered something that
be will die for, he isn't fit to live.'”
Slcvmnexp!nmd.h

tion,” deciding what Ia worth dying for
and what is worth living for.
“It's not just about rebelling against
authority but questioning It,"”" he said.
When Antigone, daughter of Oedipus,
decides to def in order to
her dead e is taking &

mcal E:iuon which ultimately
own life. But, Stevenson
u’plaml. this me!

ﬁdambh
, & pol decision, says
much to the adolescent who is

into the adult, and therefore the politi-

cal, arena.
“The theater is su to be about
y doesn’t of-

hklngapmium.
fer a solution . mﬁu.mw

classics have the “stigms” of
“pothing but " But be finds
them dramatic, excl erd full of

Stevenson has also used his dance’
bac nd (he minored in dance at
the Conservatory of Music) to
choreograph a brawling macho bailet
for six members of the chorus. The
ballet opens the play.
He speaks of the multi-racial
that he directs with respect. ¥
haven't learned to be cal. | haven't
had to treat them with kid gloves. 1
don't have to think about their attl-
tudes.” On the other hand, he 2aid, they
ite willing to “joke with me
about my shortcomings’ — chief
among them that he changes his mind
about what be wants in a certain scene.

He tells them he doesn’t know exactly

COURANT PHOTOR BY JTM SEEMAN
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with respect: “They haven't lesrmed to be cynieal. | havent'
had to treat them with kid gloves. | don’t have to think -
shotrt their attitudes. On the other hand, they sre miéte
- wiling to joke with me about my shortcomings.” Working
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end Denise Collins, In the role of Antigons.

s ¥ F alhadie

what be wants from an sctor until he Mew York University ddd |
hears it. like beseball cards
The Kids ' - that lend their owner a special pres-
u;n.Whutheyhlknf"Mtl.M”ul

‘meuctur!lor"knui:‘n"m
&0 on armt&ge is
by experienced actors,
w:thnnu talent, and those
with as yet only latent interest. Of the
mt.mpercenlhadmkindoll& cal !hemalihentulm
volvement with the theater in the Ta ;bermmmethndacﬂng!m
ziotha- g Lli.:}uut il;ltklnd:fbem Mugl;“ngm
a 23 t a B
only. G have been. "Ymelhechmda-
Jnenmberolthedlorutnthhck

. you find that char-
“Queen” T-shirt has his hair parted in.
the middle. “Hey, you trying to look
like Howard Rollins?” says a fellow theater, said Stevenson has taught
cherus member. “Yes,” is the answer, them how “to use ail our body. It's not

“but 'T'E hair's too |°“§-" just saying lines, but you have to train
The blind prophet Tireslas walks body, your volce, your gTu"
around the basement of the Old Place * Tom Desrocher, an 18-year-old froes
in sneakers and green sweatpanis Penney High School in Hartford,
walting for his time to rehearse. plays the part of Haemon, engaged to

When it comes time to talk about

marry Antigone and son to Creon, the
their futures, they trade names such as ryler.

Denise
at Manchester
‘tigone. "1 am someone like l«

2 17-

ncterlnywr:ell" .
Collins, who hopes for & career la

See Youth, Page G §




Youth Theatre
Sets ‘Antigone’

Conttnsed from Page G 1 5
He readily talks at lngth dbbul bl o
Edter. Heemon is &8 'mugent. reasonable per ¢

In contrast to his father who acts on his gut
fee He is open instead of acting like a horse
with b on. He loves his {ather.”

Lais Robles, 17, and G Thomas, 18, both
of Hartford, are standouts chorus and the
votal dancers in the ballet. They too talk of what
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Thorrm “I've lumedho'wrapedncﬂn‘
2n8d tzke the character serious as If it was & real
buman being " .

recent
Interest in her group because of the
mum-mu"rm"-mou
p of students in 2 high school for the perform- |
E::mmyhemda.lhenld. & high
I will be a reality in Hartford and then her
:ﬁml.utlonmnymaewum.htfwmllis
anlzation which provides the education for
the kics with a theatrical bent.
It was just the other day that the student who
rl;oys Tiresias, the blind prophet, said, “I don't
w what it is; but [ love the theater.”
That, said Robinson, is what the organization
with the confusing name is ali about.

Donna Dinovelli is a free-lance writer who
frequently covers arts-related topics for the
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