The Scarlet Letter
Study Questions

Chapter 7: The Governor's Hall 

1. Why does Hester want to talk with Governor Bellingham? 

2. What does the servant think the scarlet letter means?

3. How does the polished breastplate of the suit of armor affect the image of the scarlet letter? 

4. What effect does this reflecting surface have upon the appearance of Pearl's impish smile?


Chapter 8: The Elf-Child and the Minister 

1. This chapter has three female and four male characters. Who are they? 

2. Of whom does Pearl remind the governor?

3. Why does Governor Bellingham want to take Pearl from Hester? 

4. How does Reverend Wilson “test” whether Hester has been a good mother?  How does the “test” turn out?

5. Who convinces the Governor that Pearl should remain with her mother, Hester? 

6. To whom does Pearl give an affectionate caress?  How does he/she respond?

7. What invitation does Mistress Hibbins make to Hester?


Chapter 9: The Leech 

1. For what two reasons are the townspeople happy to have Chillingworth, the leech, in their community? 

2. Describe how the relationship between Chillingworth and Reverend Dimmesdale develops. 

3. What change has come over Chillingworth since he has come to live in Boston?


Chapter 10: The Leech and His Patient 

1. What are the reasons Dimmesdale gives for some men keeping their sins hidden from the world? 

2. Why is Chillingworth interested in the Reverend Dimmesdale? 

3. How does Pearl describe the relationship of Chillingworth and Dimmesdale?

4. At the end of the chapter, what discovery does Chillingworth make that brings him ecstasy?


Chapter 11: The Interior of a Heart 

1. What is Chillingworth doing to Dimmesdale? 

2. As Dimmesdale's suffering becomes more painful and his health deteriorates, what happens with his popularity among the people of his church? 

3. Why do you think Dimmesdale beats himself with a whip? 


Chapter 12: The Minister's Vigil 

1. How many years have passed since Hester stood on the scaffold? 

2. Why does Dimmesdale stand on the scaffold? 

3. While Dimmesdale stands on the scaffold, four people pass by. (not together)  Who are they?  From where have they come?  

4. Who does Dimmesdale ask to join him on the scaffold?

5. What does Pearl ask the minister?  How does he answer?

6. Where does Dimmesdale see an immense letter "A"? 

7. The next day, what item does the sexton give Dimmesdale at church?  Where did it come from?


