5e - PROCLAMATION OF THE STRIKING TEXTILE WORKERS OF
LAWRENCE

We, the 20,000 textile workers of Lawrence, are out on strike for the right to live free
from slavery and starvation; free from overwork and underpay; free from a state of affairs
that had become so unbearable and beyond our control, that we were compelled to march
out of the slave pens of Lawrence in united resistance against the wrongs and injustice of
years and years of wage slavery.

We hold that as useful members of society and as wealth producers we have the right
to lead decent and honorable lives; that we ought to have homes and not shacks; that we
ought to have clean food and not adulterated food at high prices; that we ought to have
clothes suited to the weather and not shoddy garments. That to secure sufficient food,
clothing and shelter in a society made up of a robber class on the one hand and a working
class on the other hand, it is absolutely necessary for the toilers to band themselves
together and form a union, organizing its powers in such form as to them seem most
likely to effect their safety and happiness.

The history of the present mill owners is a history of repeated injuries, all having in
direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these textile workers . . . .
These mill owners not only have the corrupting force of dollars on their side, but the
powers of the city and State government are being used by them to oppress and sweep
aside all opposition on the part of those overworked and underpaid textile workers. The
very courts, where justice is supposed to be impartial, are being used by the millionaire
mill owners. Without any attempt at a trial, men have been fined or jailed from six
months to a year on trumped-up charges, that would be a disgrace even in Russia.

The crimes of the police during this trouble are almost beyond human imagination.
They have dragged young girls from their beds at midnight. They have clubbed the
strikers at every opportunity. They have placed people under arrest for no reason
whatsoever. They have prevented mothers from sending their children out of the city and
have laid hold of the children and the mothers violently and threw the children into
waiting patrol wagons like so much rubbish.

The militia has used all kinds of methods to defeat the strikers. They have bayoneted
a young boy. They have beaten up the strikers. They have been ordered to shoot to kill.
They have murdered one young man, who died as a result of being bayoneted in the back.

Outlawed, with their children taken away from them, denied their rights before the
law, surrounded by bayonets of the militia, and driven up and down the streets of the city
by an overfed and arrogant body of police, these textile workers, sons and daughters of
the working class, call upon the entire civilized world to witness what they have suffered
at the hands of the hirelings of the mill-owning class.

Excerpts from "Proclamation of the Striking Textile Workers of Lawrence," 1912



